PRIMARY SCHOOL

Year 6 SATs 2026 Presentation for
Parents, Carers & Guardians



What are the SATs?

e SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end
of Key Stage 2.

e The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 111" May ending on
Thursday 14" May.

e The SATs papers consist of:

O

o O O O

O

Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) — Monday 1110 May
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) — Monday 111 May
Reading - Tuesday 12" May

Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) - Wednesday 131" May

Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) - Wednesday 131 May

Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) — Thursday 141 May

e Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year
6 SATs writing fest.

The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they may be able to fake them up to 5
school days afterwards.
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When and how are the SATs completed?

e The fests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions.
Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the
assessments are handed out until they are collected at the end of the test.

e After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked
externally.

e The results are then sent to the school in July.

e Each testlasts no longer than 60 minutes:

o Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1. Grammar/ Punctuation) — 45 minutes
Speling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) — 15 minutes

Reading — 60 minutes

Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) — 30 minutes

Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) — 40 minutes

Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) — 40 minutes
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The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following
scores:

e A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

e A scaledscore (see below);

e A judgement on if the National Standard has been met.

After marking each fest, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled
score. Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the
questions must be different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled
scores ensures an accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120.

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard.
e
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 11t May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

e Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling or
GPS). The paper lasts for 45 minutes.

e Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes,
although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time
as they need to complete the test).
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The class have been working hard on developing and securing their knowledge of the
technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:

Grammatical terms/ word classes;
Functions of sentences;

Combining words, phrases and clauses;
Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
Punctuation;

Vocabulary;

Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers.
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example questions:

o Tick one box to show where a question mark is needed in the
sentence below.

“ Have you finished eating your lunch ™ asked Hannah

+ ¢ .

Iy E— L — 1 mark Circle the correct verb form in each underlined pair to complete the
sentences below using Standard English.

We was /omg on a school trip to a concert.

The musiciandpﬂg a sound check before the show.
Rewrite the sentence below in the active.
Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

The local park is maintained by the council,

The council maintain the local park. P—
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings.

Example questions:

( Spelling
1. There was a brave in the story.
2. The children walked home the park.
3. Wewere for our hard work.
4. | enjoy reading stories.
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2025 Spelling script

Spelling 1: The word is knight.
There was a brave knight in the story.

The word is knight.

Spelling 2: The word is through.
The children walked home through the park.
The word is through.

Spelling 3: The word is rewarded.
We were rewarded for our hard work.

The word is rewarded.

Spelling 4: The word is adventure.
| enjoy reading adventure stories.

The word is adventure.



Reading: Tuesday 12" May

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes.

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading
material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read.
These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poeftry.

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains):

Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;

Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;
Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

ldentify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and conftributes to meaning
as a whole;

ldentify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

Make comparisons within the text.

~\ ST PAUL'S CofE

') PRIMARY SCHOOL J




Reading

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:

€D + intriguing game
Which word is closest in meaning 1o intriguing?

Tick one.
exciting I_
I_.
challenging | |

interasting |_
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An intriguing game

One day in 2005, Phiona followed her brother Brian to see where he was
going, Watching silently, out of view, Phiona saw that Brian had gone to a
club where children had gathered to play a game with some small black
and white pleces on a board. She was
fascinated by what they were doing.

The game they were playing was

chess. It was 50 unusual in Uganda at
that time, theve was no word for it in
Phiona's language. Despite this, she
was determined to play. She walked six
kilometres every day to find out how.
Within a year, it was clear that she had a
special gift.

An intriguing game

Which word s closest in meaning o infriguing?

Tick one.

Content domain: 2a - give or explain the meaning of words in context
Award 1 mark for:

axciting '—I
popular u
challenging ]
interesting ]
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Reading Example questions:

a Look at the whole text.

Tick ona box in each row to show what the text tells you about the lights.

whera thay are placed
what colour they are
how many did not work

what they are used for

25 Lok @1 thy whaola texd,
Tick one box in each row 10 show what the text 1ells you about the lghts.

Content domain: 2b - retrieve and recond information or identity key details from fiction
and non-Sction

Avwvard 1 mark for all four comect:

You Ho
vt thevy are placed o
whal colour thary are o
P vy il Fat el o
witual thiry ane usad for B
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| 'It’s just a rock, They're alf rocks, you can...” | Upto

14

‘It's just a rock. They're all rocks, youw can..."

What made Tom realise that what he was looking at wasn't actually
arock?

Wirite two IHI"IQS.

1.

2

2m
What mace Tom reakse that what he was looking at wasn't actually a rock?

Write two things.

Content domain: 2b - retrieve and record information or identify key details from fiction
and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for reference to any of the following, up to a maximum of 2 marks:
1. its colour, .g.
* |t was a different colour to other rocks
* {t was red,

2. its shape, 0.9,

it had a different shape (0 other rocks
* it had a shape of a boat

* curious regutar shape

# was a woird shape,

3. its texture, e.g.
* # was smooth.

4. the wnting on it, e.g.
* & had writing on it

Also accept reference to its size, .9

* i was large.

2 marks



Mark

R d. 20 | What imgressices G0 you get of Tom's and Gecl's parsonalities? Upte
eq Ing Weite one mpression for each boy, wang ovidence Yom e taxt 10 Support each answet m
Content domain: 2d ~ make inferences om the taxt or explan and justfy nferences
With evidence from the fext
Award 3 marks 0r two acceptable ponts, # ast one Wi evidenco
. . Awnrd 2 marks for st two acceptable points, O one acceptable pont with evidence.
Example questions Avard  mah s oo scontaie o
.
. Tom is.
3-mark question
Evidence
(mpression)
1. anvous / * e poered Nervously into the derkness
cautious / o Whar o you do?'
a What impressions do you get of Tom's and Geoff's personalities? a worrer o e clmbed sdently N0 the Macking
* he chan want 10 fouch the Dutions / Sphts
Wiite ane impression for aach boy, using evidence from ihe taxt 1o suppart * Whet are you doing?” ' < B 20 vabos ot S smachivs ot
Bach ANEVET, * he chan’Y warkt Geol 10 Souch the Mphts / press the buffon ‘Srove o I A 8 B GOl Gver 0r OF B Sty | Sniien
* “You can Y oo thae’ * Viechon ¥ you pushed one of Bese’
* e stared &t s frend in homor ® o wit Qong 10 1 waniedd Bo predd e Buttons
o Tou donT Aow what'l Ve was rvly one way 50 oy ko
Impression Evidence o AL lmast fet's think about & fiest 2 rechiens / o P GOS0 T Cech fest
Carviess o N e 8 gy dvar 00 OF e s | Dutsors
2. sensible / * he GhanT wakt 10 100ch Me buttons / kghts o Vamchon f pou pushed one of e
rexpomio o ho oY wand Goodt 10 Jouch the Sghts / press the Sutmon o, bowes going o/ menied o fress e buson
o g con i o o Iy Snger s Novved Ovw e AN
» v o rw win Oy O w30 reily Meow
o Yo Con't know what i Nppen
o A least kot's thnk abaut it firsr 3. curtoun | * fe waled fowanty e object
Tam arestad o P got oo She machioe
a 1 o he walked fow: f 10 hook af the . o D wanted 19 S Gut what e Sones were / O
ourious - 7 s s o wirer what £ Y
imecested o 1o oot fonearcis 1o brush swiry e st o VWhat 0 you Bk £ 7
o 1o wantd 1o wovk Sut what the wiiting saed . VWhary # oY
o Tom came rownd 10 ook 1 s & fegor over one of e igres | butsons
. o T w0 ¥ we CouAT et ot
. hvul-wcocﬂaﬁwm&ﬂcfwm» YWhat & you o he o af O ‘o
* fe got info e maching 4o o1 with Geod * They're rot jnt Ightn, s By | They e butions, you tee?
o mchon @ you pushed one of e
4. observant o e nosced detals about the rock o D waned 19 pewss e Smon / fnd 0ot war wouid Aagpen #
o M 1p0tted e uritng on S maching T freased P DUt
4 7 o B lngee Advered cver B gt
Gaofl o he Doecame aware of 2 fant Rumming ¢ nawctie wWivaton 3 sekperopocodyn ode
Continued on the following p & saciabie / o N chrOed i M et fest
1 o e says Wow' whn B machine pings
rgdvve o ha ey 8 Snger over ong of Bhe Bghts | bussony
o T chon £ ou posted one of S
1 maig o I Srger Adwaed Svw T SN
o o Wit GO 10/ manded 10 rwas e button
* he T wane 4 fsden 1 Tom / e chdnY want 5 Sk about #
5 bdorn o 1 fnger S8 Agvaved Gver e SNy
o ATy e 9 Beck s PNOUN MO0 8
o e Y ware 80 fatent 15 Tom £ e R Y et 36 Sk aboud €
o P W going 19/ wanied 10 Dress e Sutton even Bough Tom
it Wt him 89
o Py Wi Orvy O iy 00 ey bsaw
[ ] & chservant Bocare awwre of 3t rrenry) | rasotie Weraton
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Reading

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a
tendency for three types of questions to be the most popular.

In the 2025 Reading SATs paper,

e 12% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and
explaining the meaning of words in context;

e 30% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving refrieving and
recording information or identifying key details from a text;

e 48% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making
inferences from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence.

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions.
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Maths: Wednesday 13" May and Thursday 14t May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.
e Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) - Wednesday 13" May
e Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) - Wednesday 13" May

e Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) — Thursday 14th May

~

D T (c
p \

Rise)
’ ST PAUL'S CofE
/ PRIMARY SCHOOL

{
\




Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes.

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division,
including order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and
calculating with decimals and fractions.

a7 19% of 2,300 =

Example questions:

H e st B incormecl, S ORI mark Working mast be carvhed thaoeagh i reach
for Bray lormmall methocdn of divison with no a final srwwer lor e sward of OMNE mark
----- Wiy OHIE vt or
D RTP——
=
50
A3 o)
28 | on
11657
-
34
L]
Sharer |
i et dhvison Bigorthn, 6. Stacel v et ol be
= *
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1-mark questions:

25

5% of 860 =

Using known fact of 10% of 860 = 86
And 5% is half of 10%

86 +2 =43

43

26

+3=

jen

Y8 X V3
5x1=5
8x3=24

Y x Y5 =5/24
5/24
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12 | 540+6=
Known facts: 54 + 6 =9
%0 [ ]
1 masic
8 12x3x10=
12x 3= 39
39x 10=390
390 D
1 i




Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2-mark question:

Qu. | Requirement Mark | Additional guidance
14 | Award TWO marks for the cormect answer Upto
14 614 of 19,648 2m
» 32
If the answer is incorrect, award ONE mark Warking must be carried through to reach
for the formal method of long multiplication a final answer for the award of ONE mark.
with no more than OME arithmetic error, e.g. ) L
Do not award any marks if the error is in
Show . f1d the place valug, e.g. the omission of the
your . B zero when multiplying by tens.
1228
18420 ﬁ;;
2 marks 19640 (error) -
1228
OR 1842 (place value error)
. 614 3070
x 3
1226 (error)
18420
19646
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Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 13" May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 14"
May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well
as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of
mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,

Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

The four operations;

Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);

Statistics;

Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);

Algebra;

Ratio and proportion;

Fractions, decimals and percentages.
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Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

20 Sophie thinks of two prime numbers,

Tick the fractions that are umhr'lhm% She adds them together.

Her answer is 24

5
vl
& Write all of the different pairs of prime numbers that Sophie could
4 think of.
a9
9
2 v g
"o 5 an 19
15 L
0 —
21 . and
21 # mark 7 17
and
11 13
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Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

Here are two boxes.

1} kg 1.4 kg

The mass of the first box Is 1 %luhgrm.

Thir mass of the second box is 1.4 kilograms,

What is the difference in mass of the two boxes?

Give your answer in kilograms.,
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Award TWO marks for the correct answer of
0.15

If the answer is incorrect, award ONE mark
for evidence of an appropriate method, e.g.

1
==1.
. 14 25

1.4 - 1.25 = 0.25 (error)
OR

. 1% x 1000 = 1250
1400 - 1250 = 50 (error)

50 = 1000

Up to

Accept for TWO marks an exact
equivalent fraction, e.g. -2.36

For the award of TWO marks, the answer
must be in kilograms.

Answer need not be obtained for the
award of ONE mark.

Award ONE mark for an answer of 150

Any conversion of units, fractions or
decimals must be a correct method of
conversion seen OR a correct conversion
for the award of ONE mark.

Misreads are not allowed.




Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

Write these numbers in order, starting with the least.

9 99
300 0.999 100 0.009

least

ST PAUL'S CofE
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Awrard OME mark for the correct order, as

shown:

0.009

93
100

0.999

last

im

Misreads and miscopies are not allowed.

Accepl equivalent fractions and exact
equivalent decimals.

Accepl numbers in reverse order AND the
label ‘least’ changed to follow suit.

21



Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:

A shap buys 35 boxes of crisps,
Each box contains 48 packels of crisps.

On average, the shop solls 56 packets of crisps each day.

How many days will it take for all of the crisps to be sold?

ST PAUL'S CofE
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Award THREE marks for the comect answer
of 30

If the answer is incorrect, award TWO marks
fior:

* evidence of an appropriate complate
method which contains no more than
one arithmeatic amor, .g.

48 = 35 = 1580 farrov)
1580 + 56 = 28 ri2

Award ONE mark for:

» evidence of an appropriate method with
more than one emor

OR

» gight of 1680 (as evidence of the
appropriate multiplication step
completed corractly).

Any appropriate rounding of truncating
of the answer does nol negate an
appropriate method.

Any answer which does not result from

appropriate rounding of truncating implies
an additional step not shown,

Any incorract answer to the pupil's
division that is not appropriate rounding or
truncating is an emor,

Answer need nol be obtained for the
award of OME mark.

If a pupil's final answer resulls in a notation
error, this Is taken as an additional error
and only OME mark can be awarded in an
appropriate, complate meathod.

A misread of a number may affect the
award of marks. No marks are awarded
if there iz more than one misread or if the
mathematics s simplified,

TWO marks will be awarded for an
appropriate method with the misread
number followed through correctly,

OME mark will be awarded for evidence of
an appropriate method usng the misread
number followed through corractly with no
more than one error.
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way. Give them as much encouragement and support as

you can (but | don't need to tell you that)!

Tips:

Don’t use past papers as they are used in school to prepare the children.

Talk to your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns rather than worry your child.
Encourage your child to talk to their teacher or a trusted adult (including yourself) about
their anxieties. Don't forget that a small amount of anxiety is normal and not harmful.

Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to complete homework or study.

Give your child time to go outside and reduce screen time.

Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.

Plan something nice and fun for the weekends before and after SATs. This will help them to
relax before the SATs and give them something to look forward to after.
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Further tips:

e Keep revision light (if you choose to, there will be/and has been plenty of
revision going on within school). Going over key skills (times tables, real world
mental maths as you are shopping or cooking) is a good way to keep revision
light.

e Asl've said before, avoid using past papers. There are plenty of free or
inexpensive SATs practice materials for parents available.

e Use of CGP books: They have revision pages, worked examples and practice
questions.

e Use of websites to support application of skills: MathsBot (Arithmetic and
Reasoning) and Crystal Explorers (SPaG).

\ ST PAUL'S CofE
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Things to remember about SATs

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English.
They will not reflect how talented your child is at science, geography, art, PE..., and
they certainly won't highlight all their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don't tell the whole story.

Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily
by what margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall
national performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’
this year might not be the same as last year. The school will be able to provide you
with more detailed feedback as we can request the papers back.

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career.

In reality, there's one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
ps
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What to do if you are worried about your child

SATs often induce a certain degree of worry or anxiety but there is, of course, a tipping point.

SATs anxiety should not:

® Affect achild’'s appetite

Affect a child’s sleep

Affect a child’s personality

Induce panic, tears or disshngagement from lessons or hobbies
Be a reason not to attend school.

If any of the above are evident, SATs may be causing an excessive degree of anxiety and may
benefit from some additional support. This isn't about removing the reality of SATs but rather
equipping your 10- or 11-year-old with the ability to better cope with the situation.

Rise
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What to do if you are worried about your child

Talk to the school
Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a change in your child,
talk to the school so that everyone concerned can offer the support needed.

Talk to your child
Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help them
pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help reassure them.

Encourage your child to talk to their teacher

SATs are obviously linked to school. Don't be surprised if your child would prefer to seek
reassurance from teachers over family members.

Try not to project your own anxieties or views about the SATs
Children can be very intuitive. If they see that you are anxious, this could add to their own
anxieties. Similarly, if you don't believe in SATs, your child may reflect this view.
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Additional information regarding SATs week:

e SATs breakfast will be running as in previous years:

o An additional breakfast of sausage cob and a selection of pastries will be available
each morning as well as orange and apple fruit juice or water.

o An opportunity to chat and relax with friends in the morning.

o Gates will open around 8.30 am.

e A more ‘treat’ style snack can be brought in during the week:

o Chocolate items, small bag of sweets etc. Remember we are a nut-free school.
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